Abstract Mistletoe is an angiospermic plant famous for its shoot hemi-parasitizes activity of higher plant species. It parasitize thousands of vascular plant species and depend almost entirely on their tree hosts for water and nutrients. Their damaging effects are growth reduction, branch distortions, and decreased longevity. All mistletoes take water and nutrients by tapping the host xylem but differ in their dependence on the host for carbon. Dwarf mistletoes (Arceuthobium spp.) are considered to be mainly heterotrophic, tapping the host phloem for carbon compounds. It is an obligate parasite with an endophytic 'root' system that infects trees and shrubs of the family Cupressaceae. The aim of this review is to cover the basic concepts of dwarf mistletoes and its host range for family Cupressaceae. 
Mistletoes
are angiosperm shoot hemiparasites of higher plant species [2, 6] parasitize thousands of vascular plant species and depend almost entirely on their tree hosts for water and nutrients [7] . They are considered to be pathogens of trees because of their damaging effects, particularly growth reduction, branch distortions, and decreased longevity [8] . All mistletoes take water and nutrients by tapping the host xylem but differ in their dependence on the host for carbon [9] . These plants have also complex associations with animals that pollinate their flowers and disperse their seeds [2, 10].
Mistletoes as polyphyletic group parasites includes species in the Loranthaceae, Viscaceae, Eremolepidaceae, Misodendraceae and Santalaceae [11, 12] . Among these families two major families, are Loranthaceae Intercepted seeds usually remain on the needles until the first fall rain wets the hygroscopic viscin. Gravity then pulls the well-lubricated seed to the base of an upright needle. As the viscin dries, the seed is cemented to the shoot surface. Seeds intercepted by downward-pointing needles generally fall to lower branches or to the ground [27] .To achieve infection, seeds must lodge on shoot segments usually less than 5 years old, only this portion of the host can be considered a "safe-site," i.e., a place where a seed can germinate and establish an infection. Seeds are not deposited at safesites, and a high proportion of those that do arrive at safe-sites are lost to disease, predation, or removal by rain. Seed interception rates, however, are highly variable and depend on stand structure and composition, position of the dwarf mistletoe on the host, and needle characteristics of the host tree [28] . The first visible symptom of dwarf mistletoe is swelling of host tissue at the site of infection. The radicle produced by the seed grows until it reaches a suitable bark crevice, bud, or needle base. A holdfast forms that completes the infection process by wedging into the host tissues and producing an extensive haustorial absorptive system. These "sinkers" penetrate the xylem of the host and are sub-sequently embedded by additional growth of xylem tracheids to which they are connected [29] . The expanding network of sinkers eventually breaks through the surface to form new aerial shoots, buds, flowers, and seeds. Aerial shoots typically range in height from 2 to 10 cm, and the branching pattern may be whorled or fanlike. Aerial shoots do not emerge until the second or third year. Shoots emerges about two years after infection. Within another two to three years, the plants flower and fruits develop [15] . 
Damage cause by Arceuthobium oxycedri
There are many reports about the occurrence of A. oxycedri throughout the world but only few reports of damage or impacts caused by this parasite are available [32] . Those few reports indicate that dwarf mistletoe (A. oxycedri) can cause potentially serious damage to host plants throughout its range. 
